
WASHINGTON
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT,

Alonzo B. Cornell as Surveyor of
the Port of New York.

E. B. Plumb, Consul General in
Cuba.

Debate on the Currency in the
Senate.

Warm Reception of the Modified Tenure
of Office Bill in the House.

ITS PROVISIONS DENOUNCED.

Proposed Amendment Vacating Most of the Civil
Offices by the 30th of June Next.

Reference of the Amendments to
the Judiciary Committee.

Washington, March 25, 1369.
The Modified Tenure of OOlce BUI in the

House.
The Secretary of the Senate brought over the morti¬

fied Tenure of Office bill to the House at one o'clock
to-day. It was not taken np for action until Fer¬
nando Wood bad finished his hour's speech on the
bill providing a provisional government for Missis-.
Blppi. While Mr. Wood was speaking It was ob¬
served that General Butler and Judge Bingham were
in close conference over the bill and amendments.
It was the first Intention of Judge Bingham to move
the reference of the bill to the Committee on the
Judiciary, but after consulting with his fellow mem¬
bers of the Bouse be abandoned this idea,
and was about to move concurrence In
the Senate amendments. He agreed, however, to
allow General Bntler to first try the temper of the
House on the question of reference, with the under¬
standing that if the previous question were not sus¬
tained he would move concurrence. When Mr. Wood
had ceased speaking General Butler arose and
moved to proceed to business on the Speaker's table.
The Civil Tenure bill being the only business on the
Speaker's table at the time, tfils motion brought Jt
at once before the House. Mr. Butler having obtained
the floor, kept It and followed up his success with a
motion to refer the bill and amendments to the Com¬
mittee on the Judiciary. As soon as the bill was
before the House everybody seemed to be on the alert
for whatever mignt happen to it. The members
came in out ol the lobbies and cloak rooms; those who
bad been engaged In writing or conversation while
Mr. Wood was speaking suddenly abandoned their
engagements and were in their seats giving the most
careful attention. The news that the bill was up
was passed along the corridors and lobbies and
Bpecdily reached the Senate chamber. The members
who were there came over, followed by several Sena¬
tors, and In a short time the galleries, which were
comparatively deserted under the influence of the
reconstruction debate, began to fill up. Everything
assumed an air of interest and business before the
bill was up ten minutes. Those in favor of con¬
curring with the Senate endeavored to take
Butler off the floor by a motion to concur,
which, they contended, took precedence of a motion
to refer. Butler, who understood precisely what he
was about, coolly Informed them that he did not
yield for any such purpose, and the Speaker
promptly decided that Mr. Butler could not be taken
off the floor. As soon as this point was settled the
member lrom the Essex district, according to a pre¬
vious understanding, yielded to General Logan, who
offered his amendment to vacate all the offices filled
by Andrew Johnson by the 30th of next June. The
reading of this singular amendment created no
small amount of merriment among the democrats,
who seemed to regard It aB a Joke. Several republi¬
cans, who seeined to be taken a little by surprise.

joined in the laughter. Logan had ten minutes
allowed him by Butler, and soon convinced the
House that he was not only really in earnest,
but that he meant to take Issue with
the Senate, and, If possible, get the House to
adhere to Its original proposition of repeal. His
statement that there had been a good deal of lobby¬
ing on the floor of the House in favor of concurring
with the senate created quite a flutter among those
who felt guilty of that charge. Butler next '*iarmed
out" ten minutes of his hour to C. C. Washburn,
who, In a written speech, represented his brother,
E. B. Washburne, as well as he could In favor of
absolute repeal, announcing that he did not believe
President Grant was satisfied with the Senate modi¬
fication of the bill. Mr. Farnsworth was allowed a
few minutes to speak In favor of concurrence, when
Butler, who had taken the bill completely
out of Bingham's hands and was now
Its real manager, took the floor himself
and dissected the Senate amendments in
a style which opened the eyes of the memt>ers as
well as of the Senators who were present. W lthout
travelling outside the precincts of parliamentary
langtlago he handled the Senate rather roughly, and
called the attention of tho House to tho fact that the
Senate modifications of the mil were simply conces¬
sions to the force of public sentiment, and did not
In reality change the bill at all. so tar as the power
of the Senate over removals and appointments Is
concerned. It was therefore nothing more than a
delusion. He did not believe that the President had
agreed to the bill. If he had It was under the force
oi compulsion and In the hope that the House would
save him by refusing to concur. He closed by mov¬

ing the previous question. The friends of the
Senate measure, seeing the case was hopeless, made
an attempt to adjourn and then filibustered tor a few
minutes. They wore too weak, however, to call the
yeas and nays or even to demand tellers. The pre¬
vious question being sustained the vote was taken,
and resulted, yeas 06, nays 70, as follows:.
YXAS.William B. Allison, of Iowa ;8lcvcn«on Archer, of

Maryland ; William If. Armstrong, of Pennsylvania; Hamurl
M. >Arnell, of Tennessee Hattmfl H. Aitsil, of California:
AlexanJi-r II. Itnllev, of New York; Nathaniel 1'. Hanks, of
Massachusetts; David B. Henneti, of New York; Benjamin
T. UlgKa> of Delaware; John T. lllrd, of New Jersey ; Austin
Blair, of Michigan ; 0. C. Bowen, of flonth Carolina Hem-
prcnltis II. Boyd, of Missouri James Brooke, of New York :
Juinrs Kufllnton, of Massachusetts Benjamin F. Butler, of
Massachusetts | Harvey C. Calkin, of New York:
John Cessna, of Pennsylvania ; Kidney Clark, of
Kansas; Orestee Cleveland, of New Jersey; Amasa
C» >b, of Wisconsin; Omar D. Conger, of Michigan ; John
M. Crebs, of Illinois; Noah Darts, of New York; Oliver J.
IMrkey, of Pennsylvania; Edward F. Dickinson, of Ohio;
Jonenh B. Ponlsjr, of Pennsylvania; David P. Oyer, of Mis¬
souri; Charles A. Kldrld#e, of Wisconsin; Thomas W. Kerry,
if M' " " . " * . * *

Voi,
vln V
York!
man, of Pennsylvania; Eugene Hale, of Maine; Namuel
Hamhletim, of Manland; Patrick Hamltl, of Maryland;Isaac K. (lawklnx, of Tenneesee; John H. Hay, of Illinois;David lleaton, of North Carolina, Truman H. Unas, ol Ohio:
George P. Hoar, of Massachusetts: William 8. Hohnan, of
Indiana; James A. Johnson, of California; Aleiandcr H.
Jonna, of North Carolina Thomas D..Tones, of Kentncky;George W. Julian, of Indiana; Mlehasi C. Kerr, of Indiana:
Israel (I. ka«h, of North Carolina; John A. Logan, of
Illinois; William Loughbrldge, of Iowa; Samuel 8.
Marshall, of Illinois; Stephen L. Msrbam, of New
York; Osorge MoCrsry, of lows; Ulysses Mercur, of
Pennsylvania; John Moffat, 0f Pennsylvania; Ellaklm
H. Moors, of Ohloitleorge W. Morgan, of Ohio; Daniel J.
Morrsll, of Maine; William E. Nihlsck, of Indiana; (lodlove
». Orth, of Indiana; Prank W. Palmer, of lows; Clarkeon
N. Potter, of New York; William Prosser, of fennessee:
Samuel J. Randall, of Pennsylvania; John R. Reading, of
Pesnsylvanla; Henry A. Beeves. of New York; Stephen Han-
ford, of New J ork John O. Bchnmaker, of New York Por¬
ter Sheldon, of Nsw York ; Henry W. 8loeam. of New Vork ;Jos. 8. Smith, of Oregon ; Alllism Smyth, of Iowa; Job E.
Hie reason, of Ohio; John D. Stiles, of Pennsylvania; Frede¬
rick Stone, of Maryland; Thos. Swaun, of Maryland ; John
TnlTe, of Nebraska; Adolphus H. Tanner, of New York;
Washington Townsend. of Pennsylvania ; Olnery Twluiell, of
MassseHusetts; Jas. *1. Tynsr, of Indiana; Robert T. van
Horn, of Missouri; Phlladelph Van Tramp, of Ohio William
B. Washburn, of Massachusetts; Rrastgs Wells, ot Missouri]
B. F. WUlttcmore, of South Carolina Kugeo'e M. Wilson, or
Mlnnfiuta Bord Winchester, of Ivi ntnoky ; John H.
Witcncr, or West Vh-Rlnli; Fernando Wood, of New Vork;
George W. Woodward, of Fennsjrle mh.
NaTR Me««ri. JaSOV A. Amble., of IjkM; >»ke« Ames, of

Massachusetts; Joel t Asyer. ol Mtesu irl; John ttealt), of

Ohio; June* 8. Beolt, of XunWeky Jotio P. Benjamin, of
Missouri; Jacob Benton, of Maw Hampshire; John A. Bin;-
bam, of Ohio ; Thomas Boles, of Arkan-Ms ; Albert U. Burr, of
Illinois; Roderick K. Butler, of Tennessee; Henry L. Cake,
of Pennsylvania; John t). Churchill, of New York; Clinton
L. Cobb, of North Carolina; John Coburn, of Indiana ; Bur¬
ton C. Cook, of Illinois; lie orgs W. Cowles, of New York j
Bbelby M. Cullom, of Illinois; Heorv L. Dawes, of Massa¬
chusetts; John T. Dewetie, of North Carolina; Nathan P.
Dixon, of Rhode Island; John P. Farniworth, of Illinois;
Orange Ferris, of New York Thomas Pitch, of Nevada; Jam.
A. UartMd, of Ohio; J. 8. Uolla<Iav, of Kentucky; John B.
Hawlav, of Illinois ; John Hill, of New Jersey; Hamuli Hoop¬
er, of Massachusetts; Benjamin P. Hopkins, of Wisconsin:
OI.es W. Hotcbklss, of New York; Thomas A. Jenukes, or
Rhode Island; fa. D. Kelley, of Pennsylvania ; John H.
Ketcham, of New York ; Charles Knapp. of New York ; J.
Proctor Knott, of Keotucky; Addison H. Laflln, of New
York; William Lawrence, ot Ohio; John Lynch, of
Maine; Horace Mayuard, of Tennessee; Dennis Mc¬
Carthy, of New York; James R. McCormlck, of Mis¬
souri; James C. Mclirew. of Western Virginia; Thompson
W. McNeely, of Illinois; Jesse H. Moore, of Illinois; Wm.
Moore, of New Jersey; James B. Negley, of Pennsylvania ;
Jasper Packard, of Indiana; John B. Packer, of Pennsylva¬
nia; Halbert E. Paine, of Wisconsin; Darwin Phelps, of
Pennsylvania; Luke P. Poland, of Vermont; Charles Pome-
roy, of Iowa; John M. Rice, of Kentucky; Anthony A. C.
Rogers, of Arkansas; Logan H. Roots, of Arkansas; Aaron

A. Sargent, of California; Pbiletus Sawyer, of Wisconsin;
Robert C. Sehenck, o' Ohio ; Glennl W. Scofleld, of Pennsyl¬
vania; John P. C. Shanks, of Indiana; Wm. J. Smith, of
Tennessee; Worth! njjton C. Smith, of Vermont; Aarou P.
Stevens, of New Hampshire Wm. L. Stoughton. of Michi¬
gan ; Randolph Strickland, of Michigan Win. N. Sweeney,
of Kentucky; Lewis Tulman, of Tennessee; Lawrence
8. Trimble, or Kentucky Wm. H. Upson, of Ohio; Hamilton
Ward, of New York; Cadwalladerft Washburn, of Wiscon¬
sin; Martin Walker, of Ohio; William A. Wheeler, of New
York; Morton 8. Wilkinson, of Minnesota; Charles W. W11-
lard. of Vermont; Wm. Williams, of Indiana; John T. Wil¬
son, of Ohio; James J. Winans, of Ohio.

General Butler moved to reconsider and lay on the
table the vote by which the House referred the bill
to the Committee on the Judiciary. As the Home
did not vote on this motion the quesllsn of re-
consderation will be the first thing up alter the
reading of the journal. The bill is not, there¬
fore, really berore the Judiciary Committee,
being still in the custody of the House. Judge
Bingham will endeavor to get the floor on
the motion to reconsider, when he will reply
to Butler's speech of to-day. Being a question of
privilege, Mr. Bingham will call it up himself in
case Butler fails or refuses to do it. It Is thought,
however, that except there should be considerable
change in the sentiment of the House between this
and the time of meeting to-morrow the same vote
which referred the bill to the committee will carry
the motion to reconsider and lay on the
table. In that case of course the bill goes
to the committee. Judge Bingham and those
who acted with him to-day claim that on this Butler
will be defeated, and then a motion will be made to
concur m the Senate amendments. General Butler's
opponents In the House freely assert to-night that he
is not sincere in his efforts to have the Civil Tenure
act repealed. The old story of his attempt to em¬
barrass and if possible break up Grant's administra¬
tion is revived, and it is said that he hopes,
with the aid of the democrats, to make considerable
progress fa that direction by defeating any measure
looking to a settlement of the vexed question of the
control of the federal patronage. A lively debate Is
anticipated to-morrow on the motion to reconsider,
and several prominent members on both sides of
the question are engaged to-night preparing them¬
selves for it.

Nominations Sent to the Senate.
The followiug nominations were sent to the Senate

to-day?.
Edward B. Plumb, to be Consul General at Ha¬

vana.
Header W. Clarke, to be Third Auditor of the

Treasury.
Alonzo B. Cornell, to be Surveyor of Customs for

the port of New York.
E. A. Merritt, to be Naval Officer for the District

of New York.
F. A. Wilson, to oe Collector of Customs at Puget

Sound, W. T.
F. J. Babson, to be Collector of Customs for the

district of Glouces er, Mass.
E. A. Palfrey, to be Collector of Customs of Salem,Mass.
Collectors of Internal Revenue.Lncien N. Coy,First district of Arkansas; Joseph A. Cooper, Second

district or Tennessee; Joseph T. Smith, Second dis¬
trict of Mississippi: John McHurg, Fifth district of
New York; Samuel J. Hoyer, Seventeenth district of
Pennsylvania; Robert M. Smith, Third district of
Maryland; E. McCracken, Sixth district of lowa;
Isaac J. Young, Fourth district of North Carolina.
.Assessor* of Internal Revenue Joseph T. Valen¬

tine, Eighth district of Pennsylvania; D. N. C.
Thomas, Second district of Indiana; Julius Enne
raoser, Third district of Louisiana; Joshua Thorne,
Sixth district of Missouri; Daniel H. Stanton, Seven¬
teenth district of New York; Wm. S. Stockley, Second
district of Pennsylvania.
ReotUws of Publlo Moneys.J. !M. Ballard, at In¬

dianapolis, Ind.; b. U. Wright, at Carson City, Ne¬
vada; "dvrard vollmer, at Belmont, Nevada.
Registers H. T. Rice, Carson City, Nevada;

Samuel Tallman, Belmont, Nevada; Abner Tibbetts,
St. Peter, Minn.
Indian Agent.Charles La Follett, Grand Ronde,

Oregon.
Postmasters.Samuel L. Day, Paxton, nL; C.

Bldauian, Canton, 111. ; Thomas B. Kelly, Duquoln,
111.; George W. Miles, Petersburg, 111.; John Cole,
Georgetown, Colorado; H. P. Bonnet, Denver, Colo¬
rado; Wm. T. Ward, SusanvlHe, Cal.; Harlow L.
Street, Sonora, Cal. ; D. F. Brantlmger, Louisiana,
Mo.; Miss Maria Champlin, Waterloo, Iowa; J. D.
Hurkholder, Fort Dodge, lowa: Airs. Julia P. Wal-
folk, Jackson, Tenu.; Basil H. Crapster, Shelbyvllle,
Ky.; Frank Stockton, Maysville, Ky.; Joseph B.
Brown, Tarrytown, N. Y.; William F. Perkins, Bald-
wlnsvllle, N. Y.; Benjamin F. Hegeler, Attica, Ind.;

U it. Johnson, Cartridge City, lnd.; Wm. A. Horal,
Washington, lud.; G. YV. Demaree, Franklin, Ind.;
Albert C. Houghton, Wellington, Ohio; J. W. Coll-
yer, Coshocton, Ohio; A. K. Smith, Canton, Miss.;
C. J. Gale, Corunna, Mich.; E. W. Merrill, Muskegan,
Mich.; H. H. Luddlsh, Darlington. Wis.
Appointment of a Supervisor of Internal

Kevenae.
Edward W. Barber was to-day appointed Super¬

visor of Internal Revenue for the Territorial district
of Michigan and 'Wisconsin, in the place of J. C.
Burroughs, declined.

ConAranat Ions by the Senate.
The Senate in executive session to-day confirmed

the nominations of J. C. Bancroft Davis, to be As¬
sistant Secretary of Slate, and James H. Casey, to
be Collector of Customs of New Orleans.
L'uofficial Interview Between the Cuban

Agents and the Secretary of State.
The agents of the Cuban revolutionists, Domingo

L. Kuiz, T. M. Lemus and T. Valiente, who have been
In this city since day before yesterday, had an Inter¬
view with the Secretary of State last night. These
gentlemen were desirous of calling upon the Secre¬
tary at tho State Department; but having heard the
reports which represented them as accredited agents
oi the revolutionary authorities of Cuba the Secre¬
tary declined to receive them at the department.
One of the Cubans, Mr. Ruiz, however,
being an old acquaintance of the Secre¬
tary he received an unofficial call from him
at his rooms In the Ebbltt House. The meeting was
one altogether of a friendly character, no letter of
credit having been presented or received. The Sec¬
retary conversed with them as Cuban gentlemen;
but whether the interview had In it anything of sig¬
nificance regarding Cuban affairs remains to be seen.

Visitors at tbe White Honae.
Matters at the White Mouse were much the same

to-day as they have been for a week past. The Pres¬
ident received a large number of Senators and Rep¬
resentatives before twelve o'clock. From that time
until three he refused to see anybody, and was occu¬
pied In preparing documents to be sent to the
senate. At three o'clock the usual throng of visitors
was Id waiting, and the President was engaged
until after four listening to prayers and petitions,

lllneaa »f Ex-Prratdent Johnson.
Reports prevailed this afternoon of the death of

ex-President Johnson, at his home in (ireenvllie,
and inquiries were everywhere made as to the truth
of tbe rumor. They were doubtless based on the in¬
telligence previously received here of the alarming
condition of his health, a private telegram having
represented Mat he was dangerously 111 last night;
but a telegram was received to-night at ten o'clock,
from a member of ex-President Johnson's family,
dated areenvlUe, March M, saying:."Our father is
considerably better this evening.1*

The Natleual Banking Currency.
The Committee on Banking and Currency, at their

meeting to-day, after discussing the question of the
redistribution of tne currency, appointed a sub-com¬
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Coburn, Lynch and
Jones, to prepare a bill and report at tbe next meet¬
ing of the committee. In accordance with the views
expressed by the Secretary of the Treasury the com¬
mittee deem tt important that some measure on this
subject should pass both houses before adjournment.
They are In possession of appeals from leading busi¬
ness men and financiers in the West and South in
behalf of such a redistribution of the national bank¬
ing currency as wilt give relief to the stringency
which prevails in those sections. There was some
talk of getting up a free banking law on the same
principle as the present national banking'system, bnt
It was thought that the national bank interest is too
strong in both houses to admit of the success of any
such measure at this time. It is probable that a bill
embodying tlie main features of the one which failed
at the last session will be prepared.

Aluskn.Thr female Snlfrnge Question.
The lU)ii«e Committee on Territories, at their meet-

tog to day, agreed to postpone tne bill providing a

territorial government Tor Alaska nntll the next ses¬
sion. It was thought that the presence of the mili¬
tary there would be sufficient to maintain order (or
the present without incurring the additional expense
of a territorial government. The committee also
postponed the question of allowing female suffrage
in the Territories.

Receipts from Customs,
The following are the custom receipts from March

IS to 20, inclusive:.
Boston $430,917
New York 2,008,213
Philadelphia 242,127
Baltimore 126,014
San Francisco, March 16 to 27. 303,792

Total $4,160,002
The Proposed Sale of 8srpla» Vessels ifrWsr.
The House Committee on Naval Affairs win not

take action this session on the letter or the
Secretary of the Navy relative to the sale of the sur¬

plus vessels-of-war, nor on the recommendations of
the Secretary relative to repealing the eight hour
law so far as it relates to workmen in the navy
yards.
The Unitarian Conference.Admission of Ne¬

groes in the Theological Schools.
In the Unitarian Conference in session here a

resolution was to-day adopted recognizing with
pleasure that a colored man has entered the class of
Meadville Theological School, and trusting that other
denominational schools will be provided with
colored Btudents. The above was a substitute for a
resolution offered by the Rev. Mr. Chlte, setting
forth that as the Meadville Theological School has
opened Its doors to the negro, admitting him to all
its privileges, and that in giving the negro the Bame
privileges as the whites, It has by Its works shown
its faith in the Christianity of Christ rather than in
the spurious Christianity of caste and race, and
that we tender It our heartfelt thanks for
its noble course; also that the same school
has admitted women to all the privileges of the in -

stifution in Its classes, thereby taking the lead in our
denominations in the good work of educating wo¬
men for the ministry and proving its faith In the
affirmation that Christ Jesus is neither male nor
female and extending thanks to the school (or this
timely action and pledging hearty support. There
was a discussion, during wnlch Mr. Duganne, of New
Jersey, suggested that Meadville had opened the
doors before and also that there were other schools
whloh had admitted colored people, lie thought
that as they had admitted a negro, probably the flrst
one applying, that thanks were due to the negro.
Rev. Mr. Sharman favored both resolutions, but

thought tnat it was not best to single out one insti¬
tution.
Rev. Mr. Ware doubted the expediency of passing

the resolution, and suggested that the Boston school
be included. He did not like the fling in the first
resolution at other denominations.
Rev. Mr. Israel said that he would vote against

the resolution, because it was unnecessary, as the
denomination had committed itself to the rights of
the colored race and the rights of woman. He did
not like either to say that the Meadville school had
just beoome a Christian school. Among the matters
proposed to the Conference is the building of a
metropolitan church in this city.

FRAUDS ON COLORED SOLDIERS.

Report of the Second Auditor In Relation to
Alleged Fraudulent Practices of Claim
Agents in the Collection of Claims for Pay
and Bounty*

WA8H1NOTON, March 25, 18e9.
The Second Auditor of the Treasury to-day sent to

the chairman of the Senate Committee on Pensions
a report of one of the former's clerks detailed by
him to investigate the fraudulent practices of claim
agents in the collection of claims for pay and bounty
in the cases of colored troops. The Auditor says he
has used all means in his power to check these
frauds, but owing to a want of authority to organize
any detective system he has not succeeded to the
extent he otherwise might. So many fraudulent
claims having lately been died he has suspended
action upon a large nnmber of them and withheld
Treasury certificates amounting to over $150,ooo in
anticipation of further legislation by Congress af¬
fording greater protection to the government.
The Commissioner of Pensions concurs entirely in

the views expressed by the Auditor. He says the
report shows most systematic and startling fraucW
upon the government, and unless something be done
at once to correct the growing evil the government
must be the sufferer. Like the Auditor, he regards
the bill Introduced by senator Wilson as of vilal im¬
portance. and hopes sincerely it will meet tiie ap¬
proval or Congress.

It appears from the report and evidence that a
complete system of defrauding and cheatmR the
colored claimants prevails in and aruuud Memphis,
Tenn., and that the system of preparing and prose¬
cuting claims by the claim agents is one of utter
recklessness and fraud. The author of the report car¬
ried with him over 100 claims lor bounty in behalf of
widows as a test, and from investigation he found
nearly every claim to be irauduient. In twenty
claims where the names of the same witnesses ap¬
peared in every case as having seen all of tiie twenty
claimants married he rouud upon examination that
these witnesses did not know any of the widows,
never saw any of thorn married and were never at
some of the places where the marriages were alleged
to have occurred. It appears that neither the claim
agent nor the offioer before whom the claims are
executed read and carefully explained to tiie wit¬
nesses the papers they are requested to sign; uiul
from the fact that these ciatm agents have used the
runners as witnesses to several hundred marriages at
places widely apart in the same year and sometimes in
the same month, he concludes tnat the agent is the
principal party to the frauds and the runners gen¬
erally but dupes and tools. The colored men known
as runners or claim hunters are hired by the agents
to bring them clalmauts, aud paying from one to
three dollars for ordinary claimants, rather or
mother, but four dollars for widowers. This pre¬
mium he offered on widows' claims because the pen
slon Is involved In all such cases, and doubtless from
the fact that the agent secures not only a large fee,
but a continuous one so long as the pension may be
granted, and by the way claims arc now being
prepared and evidence of marriage or co¬
habitation manufactured. A widow's claim
for pensions will be presented in the case of everv
deceased soldier, and by this same means the
agent proved the fact of marriage he will prove the
existence or minor children, issue or the soldier, and
have i he pensum correspondingly increase*!. Two
of the principal agents at Memphis had each for a
time one of their own clerks appointed deputy
county clerk for no other purpose than to adminis¬
ter oaths in their claims. These deputies <tid not
have access to the seal of the court, but would
simply administer the oath, then send the papers to
the principal clerk lor him to sign and affix his seal.
And even after the authority to these deputies was
revoked ana tho witnesses were sent to the County
Clerk to be qualified he would ask if the papers had
l>een read to them at the agent's office, owl if they
said yes he would administer the oath, sign and
affix his seal. Tho author or the report details at
length the means by which agents conduct their dis¬
honest business.

KRITED STATES SlPUEflE COIBT.

Orncral Blair's Cue Afalut Mlntonri t'oti-
tinned.Cloae of the Arf«Hirnl»-N|>ffrh of
Nenator Drake and Ex-Attorney General
Eraits.

Washington, March 2ft, 1809.
In the Supreme court of the United State* to-day

the argument was concluded in the causes of F. P.
Olalr, Jr., plaintiff in error, against John S. Thomp¬
son et a)., and Warren Woodson, plaintiff In error,
against the Slate of Missouri ex rel.
Senator Drake resumed his argument from yester¬

day, maintaining that the elective franchise In not
a natural right In this or any other country. It Is a

privilege granted by the sovereign authority. The
people have the power to make or unmake voters.
Their power over tbe subject Is unlimited. He de¬
nied that the constitutional requirement.the taking
of the test oath as a condition precedcnfto vot¬
ing.Is In the nature of an ex v»«t facto
law. The plaintiff was not entitled to set up this
plea. There was no attempt to visit punishment
upon him. His vote was rejected because he had
refused to take the oath required by the constitu¬
tion, while be claimed that he had taken another
and a different oath, but the plaintiff, this major
general In the army, did not oppose the oath when
he was a candidate for the Vice Presidency. He
came forward and took the oath In order that be
might vote.
Mr. Montgomery Blair, Interrupting, said that

was true, but the oath waa taken under protest as
unconstitutional.
Mr. Drake, resuming, said tbla claim on the part of

Major (ieneral Blair. advanced In this court under
the clrcumatancca, Is one of the most extraordinary
he had ever heard. In his petition he starts out by
saying that at the outbreak of the war he took up
arms at camp Jackson and elsewhere, and was In
armed hostility to the government of Missouri headed
by a rebel governor and supported by the Missouri
State Guard, gotten np and commanded by
sterling Price, commissioned by Governor Jack¬
son to act against the United states. Mr. Drake
then quoted from the State constitution to show that
voters were required to take an oath that thev had
never been in armed hostility to the United states
and the lawful authority of the government of Mis¬
souri. and argued that there was a difference In
being in arms and armed hostility, tiovemor Jack¬
son's first act of wnr stripped him of his official char¬
acter and left him a mere rebel, unlawful, felo¬
nious and traitorous, without protection from cou-

stltntioual authority. Jacxaon and hu followers
souirhi to overthrow the .state government and to
sever Missouri from the Union. To uphold tlie con¬
stitution in its integrity was the intention of the
plaintiff. When iu arms to defend the state govern¬
ment It ooaid not be regarded aa hostility to the
State. The act did not proceed from enmity or hos¬
tility, bat from a desire to uphold and preserve both.
He wa3 not acting in violation of law, twit in obedi¬
ence to it, and the refusal of General Blair to take the
oath was owing to his own perverse and obstinate
will.
Mr. Wm. M. Evarts, of counsel for plaintiff, re¬

garded this question as of the greatest Impor¬
tance. There Is no political dispute between the
State governments and the federal government; but
the Supreme Court is asked to Intervene solely for
the protection of the citizens against theirown State
authorities, solely In maintenance of the paramount
and universal protection of citizens throughout the
land against state oppression and in maintenance
of tl>e bill of rights of the federal constitution
wherein the people of a State are protected from
oppression bv tlie government of a state. He
quoted from the tenth section of tlie constitution of
the United states to show that no State can pass any
bill of attainder or ex pout facto law, and that suoh a
prohibition was a prohibition against condemnation
and punishment of a citizen excepting by judicial
authority. Justice is a principle as distinct from
power as day is from night. Justice is
here placed as a guardian of the life, liberty
and privileges of the citizen, and it Is
the duty of the federal government to protect him
from oppression. No mere legislative act can pro¬
scribe or punish. You cannot proscribe men in a
street or a city. Yon cannot by legislative act pro¬
serin men who voted for Grant or Seymour. The
constitution of Missouri provides that every free
male citizen of tlie United States who has attained
the age of twenty-one yearn shall be deemed a quali¬
fied voter, Ac., the General Assembly having power
to exclude from offlces of trust or profit all persons
convicted of bribery, perjury or other Infamous
crimes. The plaintiff Iiau a right to vote, l>ut when
he returned to civil lire lie found that lie could not.
This was not in consequence of any judicial
proceeding, but by the exercise of political
power of the State In Imposing extraordinary
conditions, lie maintained that the act of a
Legislature which denounces and punishes a citizen,
depriving him of ills civil rights, is in the nature of

a bin of attainder. He concludes bv Haying:."! am
not claiming as a matter of federal control or ju¬
dicial inquiry any interference that does not rest
upon political considerations; no interference ex¬
cept suc.U as Is within the letter and in the true
spirit or the uprisrht and firm maintenance of the
share of common liberty that is defended by these
two clanes or the federal constitution. If they do
not Include within their grasps the right to correct
tlie wronfc your honors are discharged from any
obligation or from any fault; but if they do, then
let the federal constitution stand though that of
Missouri fall. If they do let common light prevail
though political animosities may be put to sleep.
The Court adjourned until Monday.

THE FOaTY-FIBST CONGRESS.
First Hcesion.

SENATE.
Washington, March 25, 1869.

SENATOR FROM MARYLAND SWORN IN.

Immediately after the reading of the Journal the
Bon. William J. Hamilton, Senator from Maryland,
appeared and took the prescribed oaths.
NKKDY CONDITION OP THE FREEDMEN IN WASH¬

INGTON.
Mr. Sumnbb, (rep.) of Mass., presented the peti¬

tion of Clara Barton, setting forth the needy condi¬
tion of the freeduien In Washington, and asking
Congress to give lier in trust for said freeduien the
refuse property ol the War Department now about
to be sold, consisting of old buildings, stores, Ac.
Referred to the Committee on the District of Co¬
lumbia.

ENFORCING THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMKNT.
Mr. Kick, (rep.) of Ark., introduced a bill to en¬

force the fourteenth amendment to the constitution
and the laws of the United States, and to restore to
the State of Georgia the republican government
elected under its new constitution. Laid on the
table and ordered to be printed.

LOANING THE TUBLIC MONEY.
Mr. Spkauue, (rep.) of K. I., submitted a pream¬

ble to the bill Introduced by him a lew days ago to
provide for loaning the public money and for other
purposes, und on ills motion It was ordered to be
printed with the bill and also in separate form.
The preamble declares that the liabilities and in¬

terests of the American people Imperatively demand
that scarcity ol capital und high rates of interest for
money shall cease; asserts that the government
deposits in the national banks for short periods are
so much capital withdrawn from industrial and pro¬
ductive interests and employed in speculative in-
Test meniB, and sots forth in detail the advantages
to accrue from the adoption of the plan developed
in the bill. The latter provides that the Secretary of
the Treasury shall issue legal tender coin notes not
to exceed at auv tune the amount of cold in
the New \ovk Sub-Treasury belonging to the
United States, and also similar votes based on
private coin deposits in the said Treasury. The re¬
serves in the national banks are to be deposited in
the New York Sub-Treasury together with all de¬
posits of national banks located in other places
which may be kept in New York. A United States
Council of Finance shall be established whose duty
It shall be to loan daily, on proper security, money
of the United States iu excess of a balance of- $75,-
00 coin. This council is also to determine at
what points all drafts upon the Treasury of the
United states shall be paid.

CONTINUANCE OI> FRKEDMBN'S HOSPITALS.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Mass., introduced a bill di-

rectinir the continuance of the freedmen's hospitals
at Richmond and Vicksburg and in tne District ol
Colum.ua. Referred to the Committee on Military
Aifairs.

HKTRENCHMENT in THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE.
Mr. Patterson, (rep.) of N". H., introduced a bill

to provide for retrenchment and greater efficiency
iu the diplomatic anu consular service of the United
States. Referred to tue Committee on Retrench¬
ment.
This bill, he said, if made a law, wonld maintain

the power of tne republican party for many years,
give streugth and stability to the national securities,
restore our dag to the oceau. double the value ol
our public lands, pat out of existence great bank¬
ers, great traders, great masters, great land mo¬
nopolies, great manufacturers and great railroad
monopolies, it would distribute all these Interests
more equally among the people, aud would thereby
restore prosperity to every branch of industry.

LANDS TO TUB f/lt'THEIlN PACIFIC RAILROAD.
Mr. Colp, (rep.) oi Cal., Introduced a bill granting

lands to the t>an Diego branch of the Southern Pacific
Railroad. Referred to the Committee on the Pacific
Railroad.

THE NATIONAL JUNCTION RAILWAY COMPANY.
On motion of Mr. Patiekson the Seuate concurred

In the amendments mode by the House to the
bill to incorporate the National Junction Railway
Company.

KNTORCIKO UNITED STATES LAWS IN GEORGIA.
Mr. Edmunds, irep.) of Yt., moved to take up the

bill io enforce the fourteenth constitutional amend¬
ment aud the laws of the United States in Georgia.

THK NATIONAL CURRENCY.
Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, objected, because lie

wanted the Senate to take up the bill supplementary
to the act of lstu to provide a national curreucy se¬
cured by a pledge ol United states bonds.
Mr. Rdmunls said he had moved to take up the

bill relating to (.eorgia because he wisned the
Senate to decide definitely whether anything was to
be doue at this session to settle the status of thut
Siate. lie thought that Congress was either treatiug
Georgia very badly by excluding her from represen¬
tation, or else was tolerating there a revolutionary
condition ol affairs which ought to be brought to an
end.

Mr. Sumnek thought it more important that
prompt action should be taken on the Georgia bill
than on the financial bill moved by Mr. Sherman,
because its passage was necessary for the preserva¬
tion of peace in that State und also as an example of
reconstruction.
Mr. shkkman's motion was carried by yeas 40,

nays 15.
The pending amendment was that offered by Mr.

Wilson authorizing an Increase of $60,000,000 m the
issue or circulating notes and providing ni.it. in
nuiktng the issue, preference shall be glveu to bank-
Ing associations tu States and sections of the coun¬
try not adequately supplied with banking facilities.
The amendment ulso provides that whenever the
ainouiit or United States notes und circulating notes
of the natlonul banks combined sha 11 be in excess of
seven hundred milllous, the secretary of the
Treasury may retire uud t aucel ended states notes
to the amount of such excess until tho whole
amouat of United States notes outstanding shall be
reduced to 1390,000,000.

Mr. Sherman explained in detail the provisions
or the bill. The Committee on Finance had come
to the conclusion that no more radical measures
than this could safely be proposed at this time. The
distribution of circulation was of course very une¬
qual, but It seemed to the committee Itetter to
equalize It gradually than by a sudden measure of
genera; redistribution. A more radical measure
would necessarily greatly disturb the business of
the Baiters and Middle states, bnt this bill would
at last supply the South and West, and npon the
resumption of specie payments there would doubt¬
less be a fair banking system established which
would frevent controversy about aueqnal distri¬
butions.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Vt., moved an amendment

to the fourth section of the bill providing that when
a withu-awal of circulation from one point Is re¬
quired o supply dellcienoe8 at another the reviston
shall be made upon banks having a capital exceeding
$100,000 Lost.
Mr. Morrill offered another amendment to the

fourth lection, providing that where a transfer of
capital li demanded requisition shall be made for
(he required sum, commencing pro rata witn banks
in cities having an amount of bank circulation more
tnan doable the amount which was held in such
rities by the State banks In 1*90. Loat
Mr. Killooo, (rep.) of La., moved to amend Mr.

Wilson's amendment by authorizing an issue of
$400,000,900 mtead of $8Ao,000,000.
Mr. Morton, (rep.) of Ind., asked the senator

rrom Louisiana (Mr. Kellogg) whether the amend¬
ment contemplated the retiring of an equal amount
of greenbacks.
Mr. Kbllogo said It did.
Mr. Morton saM that that would be a direct vio¬

lation of the bill recently passed pledging the United
states to the payment of all their obligations in
30! n, and so he could not oonsent to It.
The propriety of withdrawing the surplus bank-

lmt emulation from the Eastern states for the
ueueilt of the south and West was debated at length

upon substantially the same grounds aa in former
discussions of the Maine question.

UKOTITI BWWON.
Without action on the bUI the Senate, at ten min¬

utes pant four o'clock, went Into executive session
and soon afterward adjourned.

HOUSE OV BSFUHENTATm*
Washington, March 25, 1600.

CHANGES HI THM BANKRUPT LAW.
Mr. Pox, (dem.) of 5. Y., presented a preamble

and resolutions of the New York Produce Exchange
In relation to changes in the Bankrupt law.

TBI RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE.
The Sfiakir announced the appointment of

Messrs. Jenckes and Benton as additional members
of the Committee on Retrenchment.

RIGHT or WAT FOB AM OREGON RAILROAD.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Minn., Introduced a Mil

granting the right of w&for a railroad from Port¬
land, Oregon, to the west or the Cascade Mountains.
Referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Dawes, (rep.) of Mass., rose to a personal ex-

61anation In reference to a complaint made against
im by Mr. U. H. Heath, Secretary of tlie Territory

of Mew Mexico, arising out of a statement made by
him (Mr. Dawes) In the New Mexico contested elec¬
tion case last session. He had read a letter from
Heath, wrltteu while he was Holding au official posi¬
tion In Washington during the war, declaring his
sympathy for the rebellion, aud repeated the de¬
claration that he made on the occasion complained
of, that he could have no contldence In a man who
would thus, from a Northern State, tender his ser¬
vices to the rebellion.

JURISDICTION OP THE COURT OF CLAIMS.
Mr. Poland, (rep.) of Vt., from the Committee on

the Revision of the Laws, reported a Joint resolution
relative to steamboats and other vessels owned in
the loyal States, providing that the act prohibiting
tne Court of Cluiins from taking jurisdiction of
claims occurring in the rebel states shall not apply
to claims for steamboats or other vessels taken or
Impressed Into the military service of the Unitod
States during the late war instates or parts of States
declared in Insurrection, provided that the claim¬
ants were loyal at the time the claims originated
and remained loyal thereafter and were residents of
loyal States, and provided such vessels were lu the
Insurrectionary districts by proper authority.
The joint resolution was explained and advocated

by Mr. Poland. It nave rise to considerable discus¬
sion, participated in by Messrs. Washburn of Wis¬
consin, Lawrence, Fiukelnburg, Maynard, iloar,
Hawkins, Allison, Benjamin aud Logan.
Mr. Washburn, (rep.) of Wis., move.l to lay the

'joint resolution on the table. Negatived.yeas 81,
uays 83.
The joint resolution was then passed.yeas 87,

nays 80.
CHANGES IN STANDING COMMITTEES.

Air. Poi.and was, at his own request, excused from
further service on the Reconstruction Committee, re-
marking that tlie request was not made from any
dlssatisi action with that committee, but in order to
perfect arrangements on another committee.
Mr. Upson, (rep.) of Ohio, was also, at. his own re¬

quest, excused from service on the Committee on
the Revision of tne Laws, and was subsequently
assigned by the Speaker to the Committee on Re¬
construction.

RELIEF OF SA5IUEL H. MOORE.
Mr. Morgan, (dem.) of Ohio, from the Committee

on Military A Hairs, reported a bill for the relief of
Samuel H. Moore, Fifty-seventh Veteran Ohio In¬
fantry. Passed.

REDUCTION OF AMERICAN TONNAGE.
The Speaker announced the appointment of the

select committee on the causes of the reduction of
American tonnage.Messrs. Hotchklss, Morreil of
Pa., Judd, Holman, Calkin and Wells.
THE CHAHLESTOWN AND KITTERV NAVY VARDS.
Mr. Lynch, (rep.) of Me., offered a resolution for

a commission to inquire whether the efficiency of
the naval service requires the maintenance of two
navy yards at points so near together as Cnarles-
town, Mass., and Kitterly, Me. lteferre to the Com¬
mittee on Naval Affairs.
ENFORCING THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT IN

GEORGIA.
Mr. Butler, (rep.) of Mass., Introduced a bill to

enlorce the fourteenth amendment to the constitu¬
tion and the laws of the United Slates, and tore-
store the State of (ieorgia to the republican govern¬
ment elected under its new constitution. Referred
to the Reconstruction Committee and ordered to be
priuted. .

The bill recites in a preamble that the Legislature
ol Georgia has refused to purge itself of members
who were disqualified by the constitutional amend¬
ment, and has expelled legally qualified members
on the ground that they were persons of African
blood; and that the State authorities are wholly
unable or unwilling to protect the lives, liberties
and property of lawful aud unotlending citi¬
zens, thereby proving that the people had not
complied with the terms or conformed to t ie
principles on which the restoration of Georgia
was nrovlded lor, and that the government
thereof is not In fact republican or regular. It
tnerelore authorizes and directs the Governor of
the State of Georgia to summon forthwith by

S reclamation all persons appearing to have
een elected to the legislature according to

the proclamation of Major (General Meade, June 2&,
1808, to meet at Atlanta within six months of the
passage oi the act; such Legislature is Invested with
authority to make such enactments, and to have
such legislative proceedings as are authorized bv the
laws ol the United States and by ihe constitution of
Georgia. The members of the Legislature are to
talce tne test oaths, except those whose political dis¬
abilities have been removed by act of Congress. The
attempted expulsion of colored members of the Legis¬
lature is annulled aud declared void. The President
or the United States Is required to station In the
State of Georgia a sufficient armed force to carry the
act into exocuuon, and Its officers are required to
render aid and assistance In the administration of
the government on demand of the Governor.

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT FOR MISSISSIPPI.
The House then, at half-past two o'clock, took nn

the bill to provide lor tue organization of a provis¬
ional government for Mississippi, which was under
discussion jesterday. and was addressed by Mr.
Wood in opposition to the bill.
Mr. Wood, (dem.) of N. Y., regretted that any ar¬

guments or facts presented oy tue minority Tailed to
receive the least a, lemun or consideration from the
majority in the House, however irresistible those
were aud however patriotic and truthful. Coming
from democrats they had no attenuon and received
no respect lrom those who had sworn to do their
duty to the people in ad things affecting their In¬
terests. The proiiositlon contained in the bill to give
the existing convention of Mississippi the power to
appoint a provisional Governor would not be or much
importance if it was not for the authority which it
was proposed to confer ou that officer. He was to
appoint the judges and registrars of elections. This
is to oe clothed with power to naino those who, prac¬
tically in that State under existing circumstances
would have the authority to name the future State
officials, aud the United States senators and member^
of congress. He was opposed to giving sncli a body
as mat any such right. That Convention had given
tliu people of Mississippi a touch of its character; It
had nearly ruined that already oppressed aud Im¬
poverished people by Its usurping legislative power.
Its conduct had becu such that it should not be
revived or entrusted with any such renewed
Hie. Out of a poll of aooui 7fi.ooo votes at
that election there were about 11,000 white votes
cant, the better and more substantial classes ab-
8i allied from any participation in the election of
members of that convention. These clusses had not
at that time been reconciled to the existing condi¬
tion of tilings as determined by the reconstruction
policy of the dominant party. They could
not at that time realize the change that
had been so suddenly precipitated upon
them 01 having their former slaves and black
8>rvanis made their own political and official
superiors. The natural antagonism between races
so dissimilar had not been as yet removed,
and the white people abstained from a re¬
cognition of the changed condition which this
policy had made in the most Important
relations of life. Besides, they knew that under the
law the constitution wnich the convention framed
had to be submitted to the people for ratification.
They felt that the flnai veto rested with them and
that they cor.ld exercise that right for the defeat of a
had constitution If snch a one should be adopted.
These were the Influences that operated over the
minds of the people of Mississippi at the election of
delegat es to that constitutional convention, and the
result was as stated. An Improper and Incompetent
body was selecteu, entirely unworthy of the occa¬
sion, and which, by its acts and especially by uie
constitution adopted by It, had shown that
it should never again be rehabilitated and re¬
convened. But the convention cannot be re¬
vived. Its life has gone. Tho people elected
It to make a constitution. It did so; its work is
accomplished, and Its doings were rejected by the
popular vote. This bill proposes to give to the same
men chosen for that specific! ana limited power
other and very greatly extended powers. Did the
people who voted for its delegates authorize thlsf
would they not have chosen other men for those
extraordinary purposes f This lull proposes to give
thein the right to choose a Provisional Governor; to
go into »n extensive legislation, and to enact a great
many laws comprehending almost every subject
ordinarily belonging to a state Legislature. This
should not tie done; that body was unfit to exercise
such privilege*, and should not and could not con¬
sistently with the act of March 23, 1807, do so.
While the military commander should not he
allowed any civil authority, yet he would rather
trust a high toned soldier with the custody
of personal rights than the class of people
whom- it is now sought to put In power In Mississippi,
He would tather have the Provisional Governor
who waa to appoint the judges and registrars of
election the creature of the 1'resident than of such

I a body, lie then reviewed the reconstruction policy
and Its effects slnoe the close of the war, and
quoted from an original autographic letter of tne late
Presftent Lincoln to show what were his views with
reference to the status of the Southern people In
relation to the Union, and also from the opinion of
the supreme Court In the Garland case, to show that
there was ao power In Congress to Inflict punieh-
meut such as is proposed by this and other bills of
pains penalties and disfranchisement. The so-called
reconstruction acts, though submitted to, were never¬
theless an outrageous Invasion of the constitution, of
the sacred rights of the States, of the instincts of
common humanity and of all the theories upon which
the principles of self-government arc founded. In
the course of his remarks Mr. Wood referred to the
flirt that the President was opposed to reviving the
Constitutional Convention of Mississippi, and quoted
from the Washington Ohrontele the report of an In¬
terview had yesterday with the 1'resident by a dele¬
gation frmn Mississippi, in which he nave expression
to that opinion.
Mr. Bitlwi denied that the report In question was

correct, and offered to Save read another version of
that interview.

Mr. Wood declined to yield for that purpose, and
remarked that General Giant's opinion watt based
on the reports received bv him from the military au¬
thorities in Mississippi. He went on to show the in¬
jurious effect which the passage of the bill now
would have on the agricultural and social interests
ol the state.
At the close of Mr. Wood's remarks the bill was

laid aside, and the House at fifteen minutes past
three o'clock, on motion of Mr. Butler, of Mass.,proceeded to the business on the Speaker's table,
the first business being the Senate's amendment to
the House bill repealing

THE TENURE OP OFFICE ACT.
Mr. Bctler said he moved to refer the bill and

amendment to tne Judiciary Committee, and that
he desired to give some reasons lor that inotlan.
Mr. Faknuwobth. irep.) of ill., desired to enter a

motion to concur in the Senate amendments. *
«

Mr. Bingham (rep.) of Ohio, said he had risen him¬
self for that purpose.

Mr. Butlsb declined to yield for that motion; but
he yielded to
Mr. Looan, (rep.) of III., who moved to amend the

bill by a proviso, that all civil omccs, except judges
of the United States courts, that were Ailed by
appointment of the President of the Cnitea
States, by and with the advice and con¬
sent of the Senate, before the 4th of March,
1809, shall become vacant on the 80th of June, i860.
He said he had always thought that the House was
entitled to have opinions of its own. He knew there
had been a good deal of work dune licre this morning
by certain gentlemen to have the Senate amendment
concurred In, by Insinuating that it was agrees uie
to the President. If members had no minds
of their *»wn; if they were to be used like
packthreads, it was time to stop legislation,
ue insisted that the Senate amendment made the
Tenure of Office bill worse than it was in its original
shape. He declared that this was a struggle for
power between the executive and the Senate; that
was all there was of it. The bill hud been originally
passed for a special purpose, and uow the beimte
was determined to hold the power in its hands. Did
anybody believe that the Senate was giving upon
this amendment one lota of its power f Kor his
own part he was not to be swerved from las duty by
the Insinuation that somebody consented to the
amendment. He appealed to the friends 01 tne
President to stand d.v the bill repealing the law or
to adopt his amendment.
Mr. Washburn, of Wis., opposed the Senate

amendment. He hoped the House would not concur
in it: would not refer it, and would insist on the un¬
conditional repeal or the Teuure ol Otllee law. That
law was passed for a particular purpose and to
check the usurpations of a wicked Chief Magistrate.
It had answered the purposes ul its enactment and
should pass away wuti tne cause that brought it
into being. The President was responsible for the
execution of thu laws, aud there never had been a
time when there was the same necessity as now for
the President to have ample power to re.nove dis¬
honest or incompetent officials, it had been
said that the President was satisfied with
the Senate amendment. While he (Mr.
Washburn) knew nothing about tha! he
did not believe It. If the President were satisfied
he was not the man whom he (Mr. Washburn) had
taken him lor. But they were uot legislating for
Geueral Grant; they were legloiatiux for the country,
which was nearly unanimous on the subject. lie
hoped the House would insist on unconditional re¬
peal. The President might be satistled with the
Senate amendment, but he (Mr. WasUburn) was not
satisfied with it, anu the people would not be satisfied
with it. He believed he represented all his constit¬
uents in demanding an unconditional repeal.
Mr. Farnsworth argued in favor of concurring in

the Senate amendment, which he explained in reply
to questions put to him by Mr. Logan.
Mr. Butler, of Mass., declared that the Senate

' amendment was a new tenure of office bill, more
wrong in principle, more fatal In action, and more
destructive to the privileges of the House and of the
people, and was conlerring more power on the
Senate than the present Tenure of Office bill; it fet¬
tered the Executive more. If he (Mr. Butler) were to
vote for either he would vote for the one now on the
statute book in prcfeience to this. The Senate was
an irresponsible body, and an irresponsible body
was ever dangerous.
Mr. Poland Inquired how the gentleman from .

Massachusetts justified the passage of the Tenure of
Office bill originally t
Mr. Butlkr replied that he had no occasion to go

Into such a justification. (Laughter ou the demo¬
cratic side.)
Mr. Poland.But the gentleman's political asso¬

ciates have abundant reason to go Into their Justifi¬
cation.
Mr. Bctler.There were many things which we

had to do to save the life of the countrv in the war
for which justification cannot be fouud in the con¬
stitution. There were inanv things which we bad
to do under Andrew Johnson wnich had better never
be done again.(laughter;.and had better be got
rid ol as soon as possible. Mr. Butler went on to
characterize the Senate amendment as a declaration
of want of confidence in the President. What good
had the law ever done t Had it curbed a bad Presi¬
dent ? Ruthlessly and in defiance ol it Andrew
Johnson had turned Kdwlu M. hianton out of office,
and when the House Impeached him therefor the
Senate held him acquit and tree.
Mr. Faunswortu nujtgested that the Senators who

had voted to convict Mr. Johnson had voted tor this
amendment.
Mr. Butler did not know who was In favor of the

amendment, it had been passed in secret caucus;
but he knew that the vote on the retioai of the law
did not bear out the gentleman's statement.
Mr. Farmsworth. 1he vote ou tue Senate amend¬

ment does bear me out.
Mr. Butler.Oh! bah! fid Hestlck*.1 (Laughter.)

It was made a matter of caucns dictation.it was
agreed to as a compromise; and all conpromises in
legislation are vicious. 1 have been told tnat the
President is satisfied with the law. I do uot pre¬
tend to have the knowledge about that which others
claim to have; but I have no doubt that if
President Grant said anything about it, it was
unuer the circumstances of the senate committee
going to him and saying:. "Sir, you are our Presi¬
dent: we are in trouble in the Senate; lfyoudonot
agree to this we shall have difficulty among our¬
selves." And President Grant may have said:.MI
agree to that or anything else rather than you
should have trouble. 1 do not mean to pni myself
In your way; 1 do not mean to raise any difficulty in
your'party." But if he said so It was because he
relied on the sentiment ol the country. He relied
on the House of Representatives; he relied on our
sense of our own dignity, on our sense of our
rights, on our sense of our own consistency, to save
him from the disgraceful law by which his hands are
to be tied.
Mr. Dawes moved to amend the motion to refer

by adding instruction* to the committee to report
provisions under which the constitutionality of the
Tenure ef Office iaw. if retained, can be determined
by the Supreme Court.
Mr. i'LTLER moved the previous question.
Mr. B <oham appealed so the House uot to second

the previous question.
The House, however, did second it.no to i9.
Mr. Bingham railed for the yeas and nays oq

ordering the main question, but the house refused
to order them.
Several other dilatory motions, including a motion

to ndjourn. were voted down and then the mam
question was ordered.
Mr. Davis' amendment was rejected.
The Senate ameuiiuicur was then rcierred, lnclnd-

lng Mr. Logan's amendment to the Judiciary Com¬
mittee yeas U5. uay.i 7t» only ten democra's votingin the negative, ami then, at hait-past four, the
House adjourned.


